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Highland Park, Michigan, is a city rich with twentieth century history, from the
automobile revolution of Henry Ford to the historic landmarks that early immigrants created in
wake of the elusive and lucrative American Dream. However, Highland Park is a city today that
is charact erized by extreme poverty, unemployment, and crime. The City of Highland Park
District project is a sociological approach to the study of a selected inner city district in the
United States, which was the City of Highland Park, Michigan. This research study is comprised
of two sections of detailed analysis regarding the effects of inner city impoverished conditions
and lack of adequate State of Michigan funding that have both undermined the continued effort
to make the City of Highland Park District successful by State of Michigan educational
standards. The first section is based on the Highland Park City School District while the second
section is based on Highland Park Community College.
Methods
Throughout the process of conducting the City of Highland Park District Project
(Highland Park, Michigan) the majority of the collected data was primarily obtained through
printed sources via electronic database archives, sociological reference books, and government
documents. The resources obtained through electronic databases included scholarly articles and
case studies pertinent to the City of Highland Park's history, demographics, and district profile.
The resources obtained from sociological reference books and government documents provided a
comparative picture for the City of Highland Park District from inner city districts across the
Unitea States with regards to the daily operational affairs of a typical inner city district. They
also provided the effects that a lack of adequate supplies can play in student success, as seen
through inner city district standardized test scores. Also, an interview was conducted with State
of Michigan Senator Martha G. Scott regarding the last operational years of Highland Park
Community College's existence and the role she played in the State of Michigan's political battle
to save Highland park Community College from closing. The data from the above mentioned
sources were collected and analyzed to create a general premise for the overall past situational
and circumstantial events that characterized the two parts of this research project: the Highland
park City School District and Highland Park Community College. Lastly, journal articles and
goveffrment reports were used for the theoretical framework that serves as the introductory
fortion for eaCh analysis, with each section of analysis having a theoretical framework that
ultimately ties in to the overall unity of the whole project.
Citv of Hiehland Park School District Analvsis
The overall intent for the Highland Park City School District analysis portion of the
research study was aimed at investigating the validity of the assumption that African American
public schooi children living in the Highland Park City School District under socioeconomic
poverty have a unique experience, an impact created by the environment they live and interact in
f.o* financial and academic effects during their public school years. This ultimately leaves them
disadvantaged to further succeed in the educational system. In the process of conducting the
research, the following materials were utilized: the Michigan Educational Assessment Program
(MEAp) test results from the years 2005-2008, (a standardized test required to be completed by
all schools receiving state funded aid in the State of Michigan), subsequent annual district reports
for the Highland park City School District for the 2006-2007 and 2007 -2008 fiscal calendar
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years, and scholarly arlicles that investigate the legitimacy of the Highland Park City School
District teaching methodology, particularly in the primary elementary schools. In the discussion
of the results for this first part of the overall research project, the current and recent past history
of the Highland Park City School District will be examined. Another aspect that will be analyzed
is the trend of success or failure of students living in poverty, as well as a lack of state funding
faced by the Highland Park City School District with regards to a decrease in funding from the
State of Michigan between subsequent fiscal years.
In the first part of this sociological project, an inner city school district located in Detroit,
Michigan, was chosen for the basis of research, which was the Highland Park City School
District in Highland Park, Michigan. Highland Park is a community rich in heritage and history
throughout the twentieth century. It was still a rural farming community north of Detroit in the
early 1900's when Henry Ford chose the community as a site for his first great factory. Built
east of famous Woodward Avenue, the Ford plant marked the early emergence of the moving
assembly line process for which Henry Ford and the Ford Motor Company became famous. The
"birthplace of mass production," the event that allowed Ford to produce millions of Model T
automobiles, took place in Highland Park. As a result, tens of thousands of immigrants flocked
to Highland Park for an unprecedented five dollar-a-day wage and a chance to enter the
emerging middle class that became the image for the elusive "American Dream." The
population increase of Highland Park also worked wonders on its neighbor to the south, the City
of Detroit. Detroit literally grew up and around Highland Park in the 1920's, so much so that
today Highland Park exists entirely within the boundaries of its much larger neighbor, being
contained in an area of just under three square miles (-2.98 square miles) (City of Highland
Park-Community 1). Yet, what is quite alarming are the current statistics related to the residents
of Highland Park today and their condition as compared to the previous golden age of Highland
Park in the early 1900's, when residents had sizeable economic growth due to the Ford Motor
Company. Today, Highland Park has a population of over 16,000 people, with an
unemployment rate of twenty-two percent. Nearly half of all children growing up in Highland
Park only have one parent (usually a single mother), and in 2003, the median house value was
valued at $49,000 (City of Highland Park-Profile 1). The city today is overwhelmingly
impoverished below the federal poverty line, and has one of the highest percentages of African
American citizens as residents in all of Michigan and the United States, with the Highland Park
City School District student body being over ninety-nine percent African American. The current
conditions of the city of Highland Park were ideal for inner city school research not only because
of its inner city affiliation and proximity to Detroit, but also because nearly every child is
affected by poverty throughout his/her developmental childhood years. Poverty here is defined
either by living in a household that is impoverished financially or by growing up without a father
or mother, drastically reducing his/her family's total annual income. With the markers of
poverty clearly established in Highland Park and a large child per square mile ratio (-1,263
children/square mile), research could commence about the progress of the student body in the
Highland Park City School District with regards to how socioeconomic poverty (living in an
inner city environment below the federal poverty line, in this case) has played a role in shaping
the academic success of the students (Highland Park Community Profile 1).
In the United States, thousands of children each year live in an inner city environment
that is often characterized by high crime and poverty rates. A central location for daily
interactions with regards to children and teenagers in the inner city is the inner city public school
system. When looking at the inner city public school system, the supposed main factor that is
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the primary cause of the problems that the inner city public school system faces is poverty. In
one case study completed by the National Institute on Student Achievement, Curriculum, and
Assessment, this was especially true. From the case study done at a high school entitled "West
High School," "a teacher estimated that forty percent of the students were in families receiving
aid to families with dependent children and a large fraction of the remaining sixty percent was
also in need of assistance" (Educational System 50). Another characteristic that is highly
associated with the inner city environment is that of crime, especially with regards to inner city
school children. According to the National Institute on Student Achievement, Curriculum, and
Assessment, "many educators indicated that physical and sexual abuse contributed to far more
serious and irreparable damage to the academic achievement of some students in these schools."
Crime was so important in a case study completed by the National Institute on Student
Achievement, Curriculum, and Assessment that according to the principal of the inner city high
school studied, South Central Vocational High School, o'many of the behavioral and learning
problems of some of the students at the school are the direct result of physical and sexual abuse
by adults at home and, in certain cases, even at school" (Educational System 85). With the
strong comelation of poverty and crime to the inner city environment, the inner city public school
system is a prime location for sociological research projects and case studies. Valuable data
regarding the educational progress, achievement, and readiness to transfer to post-secondary
educational institutions, specifically about inner city children, is available for collection and
analysis by researchers.
Today, the Highland Park City School District is an inner city school district faced by the
challenge of trying to uphold educational standards amidst the current economic crisis. The
district has taken on a steep decline not only in educational standards, but also in providing a
minimal student to teacher ratio in the classroom due to a lack of sufficient state funding to
continue specific educational institutions within the district. As of the 2009-2010 academic
school year for the Highland Park City School District, there are only three total operating
schools within the whole district, accommodating around three thousand total students. The
three schools in the district are: Barber Elementary School, Henry Ford Academy, and Highland
Park High School. The Barber Elementary School and Henry Ford Academy house grades K-8,
while the Highland Park High School assumes the traditional grades 9-12 for a high school. Yet,
these schools weren't the only schools in the district last year. Last year, there were two
additional schools located in the Highland Park City School District: Cortland Elementary
School and the Highland Park Career Academy (City of Highland Park Park-Demographics 1).
Cortland Elementary School was similar to Barber Elementary School and Henry Ford Academy
by holding grades K-8; yet, the Highland Park Career Academy was a completely non-traditional
school. It housed over one thousand teenage and adult students from not only the Highland Park
City School District, but from all of Wayne County as well, due to the Highland Park City
School District's policy of school of choice. The Career Academy carried the"2+2" educational
ideology, an ideology that allowed teenagers and adults to work towards a G.E.D. or a high
school diploma (depending primarily on age), while supplementing additional time spent in the
program by the student with additional professional training that ultimately led to a certificate at
the completion of the program. The length of the program varied with each individual student
due to external work and family commitments. Yet, due to a lack of state funding at the end of
the 2008-2009 academic school year, the Highland Park City School District was forced to close
Cortland Elementary School primarily due to Cortland Elementary having the least enrollment
out of the three pre-existing primary schools in the district. Also due to a lack of state funding
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came the closure of the Highland Park Career Academy at the end of the 2008-2009 academic
school year. The Career Academy's building is currently vacant, but classes for previous Career
Academy students are open on a limited basis in the form of night classes at the Highland Park
High School facility (Allen and Broderick 42-45).
In the State of Michigan, all educational institutions receiving state funded aid are
required to take the MEAP assessment test. MEAP, or the Michigan Educational Assessment
Program, tests students in the elementary, middle, and high school years during their public
educational career several times. When examining the MEAP results for the elementary, middle,
and high school students tested, approximately one-third of all students at the highland park
school district exceeded the state score target in all subject areas between the most recent
academic years. Surprisingly, two thirds of all students tested in the district showed either no
improvement in these recent subsequent years of being tested or worse scores compared to the
year before. When examined in even greater detail, the results found for individual grade levels
were astounding. Take, for example, the MEAP results for the Highland Park City School
District from Fall 2008. From the Fall 2008 MEAP results, the highest percentages in the tested
subject areas of English, Reading, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies came from
Highland Park children in the third grade, the youngest grade level tested. Interestingly enough,
a trend can be seen with increasing age and grade level from the elementary school to high
school years that show a decrease in test score percentage, so far up the educational ladder that,
in some cases, the majority of upper grade level students were noted as failing several subject
areas. Yet, with all of these statistical figures, how does the Highland Park City School District
stack up against the State of Michigan standards? Based on the Fall 2008 MEAP results for the
percentage of proficient students in the State of Michigan, the Highland Park City School
District is significantly behind. The State of Michigan's average for percent of proficient
students for all subject areas varied in each grade level, with the great majority of the figures
pointing to an average of about seventy percent of all students being proficient in the subject
areas by the eighth grade. Surprisingly, the Highland Park City School District results for the
eighth grade show that only thirty-five to forty percent of all eighth grade students were
proficient in theirrespected subject areas (MEAP Test Results Fall 2008 l-10). The Highland
Park City School District, overall, had an average of nearly a quafter of its students behind their
statistically declared proficient counterpart students in other districts throughout the state. With
these surprising results in mind, they show that not only an overwhelming majority of public
school children in the Highland Park City School District are not meeting the State of Michigan
proficiency standards, but are also not showing continuous signs of improvement. This idea can
be extremely vital, especially with the current economic crisis looming.
Over the past two academic years, the Highland Park City School District has received
less funding from the State of Michigan, causing a negative impact on the educational classroom
environment for the Highland Park public school children. During the 2008-2009 academic
school year, the Highland Park City School District had a total revenue of over twenty-four
million dollars. All of the money was completely spent and, in fact, one hundred thousand
dollars had to be borrowed to suffice for the District's costs. However, in the current 2009-2010
academic year, the total revenue of the Highland Park City School District was a staggering
value, for a district of its magnitude, of less than twenty million dollars. With this cut of four
million dollars between the past two subsequent academic years, not only was there less overall
funding per child for dispersal by the Highland Park City School District, but some classrooms
became more congested (Highland Park School District Approved Budget l). With the four
million dollar cut in state funding, the Highland Park City School District needed to make cuts in
the various financial sectors that compose the annual budget to break even for the current 2009-
2010 academic year, such as educational supplies and property maintenence. After examining
the data and consulting with district officials, the Highland Park City School District ultimately
closed the Highland Park Career Academy for teenagers and adults and Cortland Elementary
School, completely effective by the start of the 2009-2010 new academic school year in
September of 2009. By closing these two schools, Cortland Elementary School children were
placed in either Barber Elementary School or Henry Ford Academy based on the proximity of
the respected elementary school to his/her peffnanent residence. As a result, the student to
teacher ratio jumped in Barber Elementary School and the Henry Ford Academy. It can be
predicted, then, that with a lack of funding and increased class size for the elementary schools,
the MEAP scores for the 2009-2010 academic year would not only resemble the recent trend of
MEAP scores in the past but may even be worse.
The four million dollar cut proves to be not only a negative effect with regards to
classroom size, but also to the classroom environment. Compared to the 2008-2009 fiscal year,
the 2009-2010 fiscal yeff contains a cut of three hundred thousand dollars in the
repair/maintenance sector of the budget. Also, when examining the supplies sector in the 2009-
2010 fiscal year compared to the preceding 2008-2009 fiscal year, it can be noted thata cut of
five hundred thousand dollars was made, possibly eliminating many school supplies that children
take for granted. This lack of supplies can lead to a prediction of increased financial strain on
the average Highland Park family that is already living under the federal poverty line (around
twenty-two thousand dollars a yeff for a family of four) and perhaps even have a ripple effect on
the academic achievement of Highland Park students in the near fufure.
After examining all of the data and interpreting the information that was collected, the
notion of exactly if and how the results would support the introductory thesis that was presented
was reviewed in depth. Indeed, when looking at the data, the results overwhelmingly support the
claim of validating the assumption that was made in the introductory thesis. Based on these
results from the first half of this research project, what exactly is next? Where do lawmakers,
school officials, and Highland Park residents go from here? The following is a list of suggested
steps for the improvement and recovery of the Highland Park School District not only to
compete with State of Michigan academic proficiency standards, but also to help alleviate the
current economic bind faced by the Highland Park City School District. Suggested steps for
remedial and forward success in the future include corective action of educational curricula,
semi-annual audits of all employed teachers and educational professionals, and a state appointed
financial advisor, who would oversee the Highland Park City School District annual budget and
be certified by the State of Michigan. An active role must be taken from the State Government of
Michigan as well as the school board and superintendent of the Highland Park City School
District to not only enforce these steps for success, but to ensure a more productive, accepting,
and highly achieving school district for students in the future.
Hishland Park Communitv Colleee Analvsis
The intent for research in the second half of this research study was aimed at
investigating the underlying fiscal reasons that ultimately caused Highland Park Community
College to close down and forfeit college operational and accreditation status. A goal of the
Highland Park Community College analysis was to compare how the community college's
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district operating status may have affected its success compared to surrounding county operated
community college systems, such as the Wayne County Community College District based in
Detroit, Michigan. In the process of conducting the research, the following materials were
utilized: the 2000 United States Government Census Data, personal interviews with State of
Michigan government ofhcials, an overview of funding that was granted to Highland Park
Community College in the 1980's through the Ford Urban Transfer Project, State of Michigan
legislative bills and laws in the 1990's, State of Michigan audit reports of the Wayne County
Community College District over the past two decades, and various newspaper articles from the
Michigan Crtizen newspaper that investigate the financial crisis of Highland Park Community
College in the 1990's.
Community colleges have been a key source of education for millions of Americans
throughout the past century. With the inception of community colleges in every state of the
United States, American citizens have had convenient access to college education in their own
neighborhoods. Nearly every metropolitan region in the United States has one andlor multiple
community college systems currently operating and serving finely divided regional districts.
Community colleges are often the first point of post-secondary education for many traditional
aged students as well as returning adult students. In fact, over twelve hundred community
colleges across the United States enroll forty-seven percent of the American undergraduate
student body (Magrath 640). Also, community colleges offer credit hours to students for
significantly lower prices than neighboring universities and colleges. This low tuition option that
community colleges possess is especially popular among inner city districts across the United
States, where community college can serve as a path to an Associate Degree related career or
fuither educational studies for motivated inner city students in the midst of an impoverished
environment. Community colleges fall into one of two categories: district funded community
colleges or state funded community colleges. With the shortage of educational funding being
quite rampant across the United States today, the majority of community colleges in the United
States face challenges of maintaining low tuition prices while still being able to cover daily
operational costs. Highland Park Community College, a previous district based community
college, faced even greater challenges of remaining open for operation due to an even lower
budget than neighboring state funded community colleges in the vicinity. As a result, Highland
Park Community College was faced with not only a lower funding base than neighboring state
funded community colleges, but also was faced with lower enrollment. Lower enrollment
inevitably came due to Highland Park Community College raising tuition per credit hour to
recover for a deficit in the daily operational budget.
Highland Park Community College was the oldest community college in the State of
Michigan. During the early years of Highland Park Community College's existence, the college
was available to all Highland Park residents' tuition free, according to State of Michigan Senator
Martha Scott. Though little of the college's early history was discovered, the college's most
successful era seems to have been between the late 1960's to 1970's. During this time period,
thousands of Highland Park Community College students graduated from the college with
Associate Degrees and transferred to four year universities to complete their Bachelor's Degree,
with some students even becoming nurses from the Highland Park Community College's
Nursing Program (City of Highland Park-Profile 2). Highland Park Community College was
located and affiliated with surrounding hospitals in the City of Highland Park and Detroit with
regards to the nursing programs, and was legally legitimate as a post-secondary institution
through its accreditation by the North Central Association for higher education until its closing
during the 1994-1995 academic year.
An interesting contribution to the Highland Park Community College fiscal investigation
is the comparative model of the Wayne County Community College District, a local inner city
community college system headquartered in Detroit, Michigan and governed by Wayne County,
Michigan. The Wayne County Community College District is proximal to that of the previously
operating Highland Park Community College in Highland Park, Michigan. Both the Wayne
County Community College District and Highland Park Community College were the only two
community colleges available primarily for City of Detroit residents and Downriver-Eastern
Wayne County residents. This was due to the fact that western Wayne County residents were
forced to utilize the Schoolcraft College community college system, headquartered in Livonia,
Michigan. Highland Park Community College held a certain distinction compared to the Wayne
County Community College District and Schoolcraft College systems, a distinction characteized
as one of only two community college systems in the State of Michigan governed by a city
public school district, the City of Highland Park School District, rather than a county
government. The second community college system that was governed by a city public school
dirtri.t was the Henry Ford Community College system, headquartered in Dearborn, Michigan
and governed by the Dearborn Public School District. The city of Dearborn, Michigan borders
the City of Detroit, also near Highland Park, Michigan. After the folding of Highland Park
Community College by the summer of 1995, a sizeable portion of previous Highland Park
Community College students emigrated to attend not only the Wayne County Community
College District, but also the Henry Ford Community College system as well. The comparative
study between community college systems will focus on the Wayne County Community College
District for the remainder of the project.
Several research studies were conducted at Wayne County Community College District
regarding a variety of topics, such as traditional aged versus returning adult student success rates,
local resident interest and awareness of college district, and State of Michigan audits regarding
the effectiveness of overall admission, retention, and student achievement rates. These specific
studies show strong correlations to the idea that the county operated community college system
of Wayne County Community College District has been and still is operating today due to a
sufficient yearly budget appropriated generously by the State of Michigan. When examining
academic standards such as student retention rates, the Wayne County Community College
District that possessed six branches had a slightly smaller student enrollment base within the past
fifteen years compared to the district operated Henry Ford Community College that possessed
only two major branches and one minor technical branch. The advantage of sufficient fiscal
resources to the Wayne County Community College District by the State of Michigan has a
strong correlation with the continual operation of the Wayne County Community College
District today (State of Michigan l-49).
Throughout the course of the project, the main pu{pose was to uncover the exact reason
why Highland Park Community College, a vibrant and transforming inner city community
college for the students it served for over three quarters of a century, closed' After many
attempts to retrieve subsequent annual and fiscal reports from Highland Park Community
College from succeeding decades, the question as to why the college closed took a positive turn
after a formal interview in Detroit, Michigan. This formal interview was conducted with State of
Michigan Senator Martha Scott. Senator Scott brings to the research study a unique sense of
authenticity in searching for the purpose of the closing of Highland Park Community College, as
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she grew up in the City of Highland Park, Michigan and attended Highland Park Community
College herself (Scott 1). In her own personal narration, Senator Scott cited the reason for her
attending Highland Park Community College based on her father. Senator Scott's father moved
to Highland Park because of the educational opportunities that were available to African-
American citizens during the post-World War II era of the 1950's and 1960's, the prequel to the
influx of college students from the baby boomer generation. Of the educational opporfunities
that the City of Highland Park offered, Senator Scott's father was particularly enticed by
Highland Park Community College, a college that, according to Senator Scott, was built by the
illustrious Henry Ford as a means to educate the Ford workforce that lived in Highland Park.
Another feature of Highland Park Community College that attracted Senator Scott's father was
the fact that approximately the first forty years of Highland Park Community College's existence
was marked by free tuition for all Highland Park residents. This meant a guaranteed tuition free
Associates Degree for all resident students from Highland Park Community College, a program
that was later removed and replaced with yearly set tuition rates. Tuition rates fluctuated at a
monumental rate during the early 1990's to 1995, in a seemingly desperate effort to compensate
Highland Park Community College's obvious financial difficulties, including borrowing over a
million dollars from the City of Highland Park School District just a year before the decision to
close the college came through by State of Michigan legislators and Governor Engler (Siegel 1-
2). Senator Scott started her public service career by serving as a precinct delegate and then
eventually as Mayor of the City of Highland Park during the late 1980's and early 1990's. After
serving as Mayor of the City of Highland Park, Senator Scott then pursued and won a position as
a State of Michigan Senator representing the City of Highland Park in the mid 1990's, a position
which she still holds today. While serving as a State of Michigan Senator, Senator Scott saw and
experienced the challenges that Highland Park Community College was facing financially.
According to Senator Scott, Highland Park Community College was a source of strength for the
Highland Park community, and due to this reason, there was vast support from students and
residents alike for Highland Park Community College to remain open. In fact, hundreds of
Highland Park Community College students were transported via bus from Highland Park to
Lansing in order to hold a rally and demonstration in front of the State of Michigan Capitol to
urge top State of Michigan government officials to reconsider the grave decision that was
proposed. This decision was spear headed by Governor Engler from 1994-1995 that included
effectively pulling all of the State of Michigan funding from Highland Park Community College
due to a lack of enrollment, as cited by Govemor Engler himself. To compensate for the
potential loss of a post-secondary educational institution in the City of Highland Park, Governor
Engler proposed an innovative idea for adult aged students to gain the necessary skills needed to
pursue a skilled trade or further transfer to a surrounding technical school, community college, or
university in the surrounding Detroit metropolitan area. The result was the creation of the
Highland Park Career Academy, a two year program granting certificates in the skilled trades to
successful G.E.D teenagers/young adults and non-traditional adult students. Highland Park
Career Academy was a success, with a separate building allotted for equipped computer labs and
sufficient educational supplies to ensure maximal student success. However, after fifteen years
of existence, Highland Park Community College closed its door due to a lack of district funding
for continual operation. The Highland Park Career Academy students were transfer:red to
Highland Park High School to continue with the Highland Park Career Academy curriculum via
night school in Highland Park High School. Senator Scott stated that the main reason why
Highland Park Community College ultimately closed was due to a lack of money. Without an
28
adequate supply of financial resources for the expanding Highland Park Community College
community by the State of Michigan through dispersal by the City of Highland Park School
District, Highland Park Community College was forced to generate the revenue needed to
operate the college on a daily basis. The need for suff,rcient revenue ultimately hurt the Highland
Park residents who were attending Highland Park Community College; Highland Park
Community College officials steeply raised in-district (City of Highland Park) and out-of-district
(outside of the City of Highland Park) tuition rates and mandatory fees in an attempt to gain
sufficient funding during the last two years of the existence of Highland Park Community
College. The circumstances under which Highland Park residents were affected by increased
tuition costs and mandatory fees were very severe and are characteristic of a domino effect, since
these residents were living in a city of severe economic depression.
From the data presented in this second half analysis, one can infer that multiple causes
were linked to the downfall of Highland Park Community College. The district operated status
of Highland Park Community College showed significant statistical deviancies from counterpart
Michigan county operated community colleges as mentioned above. An example of this can be
seen in how Highland Park Community College existed in the shadow of the vast and more
resourceful Wayne County Community College until the early 1990's, with Highland Park
Community College and Henry Ford Community College being the only district run community
colleges in Michigan throughout the early 1990's. The factor of low enrollment, as stated by
Governor Engler above, and rising tuition prices to maintain operational status can be addressed
from State of Michigan Senator Martha Scott's professional account of the matter. Senator Scott
made reference to her struggles of trying to keep Highland Park Community College open for the
benefit of the community by holding discussions with top officials and faculty members from
surrounding community colleges and universities regarding incorporating Highland Park
Community College into their own existing institutions. Two possibilities specifically
mentioned by Senator Scott were to either turn Highland Park Community College into another
branch of the Wayne County Community College District or transfotm Highland Park
Community College into a satellite campus of Wayne State University. Ultimately, the
possibilities were never seriously considered and were abandoned by the Wayne County
Community College District and Wayne State University, both headquartered within a few miles
of Highland Park Community College. However, when asked about the possibility of reopening
Highland Park Community College as a post-secondary educational institution in the City of
Highland Park, Senator Scott stated that the option is definitely possible, one reason being that
the buildings and facilities of Highland Park Community College still stand vacant today.
Senator Scott stated that in her own opinion, Highland Park Community College requires a
sufficient yearly financial budget comparative to surrounding community colleges, ideally like
that of Henry Ford Community College due to its operation through a public school district, in
order to reopen. One can only wonder if State of Michigan and Highland Park officials would be
willing to comply with the reopening of Highland Park Community College, which brings me to
a concluding question for further investigation after this second analysis portion. What can
relatively similar community college districts in the State of Michigan such as Henry Ford
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Appendix B
Figure 2: Unduplicated Student Headcount in Michigan Community Colleges, 199l-2002
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